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Dedicated 
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AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

COURTS 
David Walsh, Analyst 
 

COURTS 
 
• Supreme Court 
• Court of Appeals 
• District Court 
• Juvenile Court 
• Administrative Office of the Courts 
• Guardian ad Litem 
 
 Mission:  Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and inde-
pendent system for the advancement of justice under the law 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations) 
 
District Court - $42.4 million 
• Managed 218,441 cases, including 39,044 

criminal cases 
 
Juvenile Court - $36.2 million 
• Received 50,799 juvenile court referrals 
• Received 3,450 dependency, neglect, and abuse 

referrals 
• Created a Juvenile Court Report Card to pre-

sent annual court performance data to the 
public 

 
Contracts and Leases - $24.2 million 
• Provided funding for 49 leased facilities and 

courthouses  
 
Guardian ad Litem (GAL) - $5.9 million  
• Provided legal representation for 12,854 of 

Utah’s children in FY 2008  
 
Appellate Courts - $6.4 million 
• Filed 569 cases in the Supreme Court 
• Filed 875 cases in the Court of Appeals 
 
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fee - $1.7 million 
• Provided interpreters for over 17,000 hours of 

court proceedings in calendar year 2008 to 
meet constitutional and statutory mandates 

• Offered national certification testing for pro-
spective Spanish interpreters (provision of a 
skills-building course boosted the passing rate 
for this rigorous exam to 30 percent from the 
typical Utah and national average of about 15 
percent) 

                                                                                                                             Budget Recommendations - Courts

District Court
33%

Juvenile Court
28%

Contracts and 
Leases

19%Other Court 
Programs

10%

Appellate 
Courts

5%

Guardian ad 
Litem
4%

Juror/Witness/
Interpreter Fees

1%

Financing of Courts 
(Based on FY 2010 Recommendations) 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Courts? 

(Total FY 2010 Operational Funding is $130,136,200) 
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Misdemeanor
48%

Status
14%

Contempt
14%

Child Welfare 
Proceedings
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Felony
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Infraction
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Termination 
Parent Rights
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2%
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES 

(See itemized list for full list of recommendations) 

Judicial Council - State Court  
Administration 
• Increase access to the online Court Assis-

tance Program by adding $76,000 ongo-
ing and $100,000 one-time restricted 
funds 

• Increase use of the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Program with $100,000 ongo-
ing restricted funds 

 
Contracts and Leases 
• Fund contracts and leases with $263,000 

ongoing restricted funds  
 
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Program 
• Provide for costs associated with the Ju-

ror/Witness/Interpreter Program with 
$358,500 supplemental General Fund 

General Fund and Total Funds in Courts 
 

District Court Case Distribution 
(Fiscal Year 2008)  

 

M
ill

io
ns

 

Juvenile Court Case Distribution 
(Fiscal Year 2008) 

General Civil
35%

Criminal 
18%

Traf f ic
18%

Domestic
9%

Small Calims
10%

Probate
4%

Property Rights
4%

Parking
1%

Torts
1%
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FY 2010 Proposed Legislative Intent 
  
• Funds for the Judicial Council/State Court 

Administrator, Contracts and Leases, Jury/
Witness/Interpreter, Grand Jury, and 
Guardian ad Litem are nonlapsing. 

 
• Courts are authorized to terminate funding 

for the Springville probation facility lease in 
the amount of $40,100.  

 
 

FY 2009 Proposed Legislative Intent 
 
• Funds for the Judicial Council/State Court 

Administrator, Contracts and Leases, Jury/
Witness/Interpreter, Grand Jury, and 
Guardian ad Litem are nonlapsing.  

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE 

                                                                                                                             Budget Recommendations - Courts
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